CHAPTER XII
BACK TO THE BEARDMORE: SHACKLETON'S ROSS SEA PARTY
THE British or Beardmore Route to the South Pole was
destined to witness at least one more example of the highest
endeavour after the death of Captain Scott,   The misfor-
tunes of the party whose duty was to lay the Beardmore Depots
from McMurdo Sound were in this respect greater than those of
the Weddell Sea Party, that they involved the loss of life.   It was
remarkable that the Aurora should also be beset; and the drifting
of both the ships of one expedition in the ice pack for months is
unique in the annals of polar exploration.
The Aurora was taken over from Sir Douglas Mawson at Hobart
and sailed to Sydney for a complete overhaul. Here, on Novem-
ber 6th, 1914, the Ross Sea Party assembled, with Captain A. Mac-
kintosh in command of the ship and Lieutenant J. R. Stenhouse
as Chief Officer. There was a small staff of scientists and tech-
nicians including Messrs. J. L. Cope, the Rev. A. P. Spencer-Smith
who was the first Padre to visit Antarctica, Ernest Joyce, in charge
of the transport, A. Stevens and others. Twenty-eight men sailed
for McMurdo Sound, of whom ten formed the Shore Party.
Sydney was left on December i5th, 1914, and Hobart reached on
the zist. On the zznd Sk William Macartney, Governor of Tas-
mania, and Lady Macartney, Captain Scott's sister, came aboard
the Aurora and presented the expedition with a portrait of Captain
Scott. After 80 tons of stores and 26 dogs had been embarked
the Antarctic voyage began, on Christmas Day, and Macquarie
Island was reached on December 3oth. Sk Douglas Mawson's
station on this island was then being worked by an Australian
Government staff.
Mount Sabine in South Victoria Land was sighted on January
yth, 1915, and two days later Cape Crozier was reached where an
unsuccessful attempt was made to disembark a small hut The
locality had altered considerably since Dr. Wilson's winter journey
and the penguin rookery was not seen. While the boat party was
vainly seeking a landing-place, the Aurora broke her jib-boom
against the Barrier; but this was less serious than the delay caused
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